
 

Translation from Anishinaabemwin:  “The Happenings” or “What is Going on?”                
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Nmebin Giizis 
Sucker Moon 
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Contact Glenn McLeod at 705-753-2050 or glennm@nfn.ca when survey completed 

You get $10 for participating in the survey, and an entry into 1 of 2 draws for a $250 gift certificate! 

https://secure.indigenouslmi.ca/survey/init.aspx?s=1_9999055
mailto:glennm@nfn.ca
mailto:sarahf@nfn.ca
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Information taken from:                                        

 



 

It was assigned by the creator to give life to the anishnaabe. We 

survived on this substance. Maple sugar was mixed with the food. 

The sucker comes up the creeks and rivers to clean the water; it 

was a good source that fed our ancestors when times were hard. 

Our people never threw anything away. They respected all the fish 

and treated them with respect, as they provide sustenance for us.   

This is the season where the lakes open up and our first fish 

nmebin (sucker) starts to spawn. When the leaves become a cer-

tain size, we start our fasting and ceremonies and everything 

wakes up. Every season was/is celebrated with ceremony and 

fasting to be grateful and not take it for granted. We honour what 

we have and use that doesn’t belong to us. We sit down, give up 

water and food, friends, and are alone during fasting time.   

Our original calendar was the Thirteen moons governance sys-

tem.  Each moon provided the phase in creation that is to provide 

food, shelter and sustenance to the people. These gifts are to be 

honoured, prayed for, respected and not abused.  Anishnaabe 

calendar has a 28 day cycle x 12 plus one extra day because of 

leap year.  The secular square calendar that was brought to our 

turtle island now has 28-31 days. If a month has 2 moons, it 

changes the cycle. The geese follow the moons, not the calendar 

dates, which could be off the natural calendar by 12-15 days.   

Nature, the animals, plants, all follow the natural calendar. The 2 

calendars are in opposition. Dibikigiizis (the night moon) controls 

the sacred cycles.   

When we do pipe ceremony we keep all these teachings in mind. 

We don’t pray to them as gods, but we acknowledge them as part 

of the creation of Gizhemanidoo, Our creator - the one who creat-

ed all life on the earth.  That’s why we have sunrise ceremonies  

and full moon ceremonies.    

 



 



 









 





 

Challenger Mobile Wash Inc. 
Rob Couchie - 705.477.5347 

Residential, Commercial, Equipment, Fleets & Vehicles 

 

http://www.nativeawarenesstraining.ca/


 

New Website... 
Same Address 
 

The new www.nfn.ca 
launches April 1st! 


